Human breast epithelial xenografts: an immunocytochemical and ultrastructural study of differentiation and lactogenic response.
Fragments of ductal and lobular epithelium ('organoids') produced by collagenase digestion of reduction-mammoplasty specimens were injected into athymic 'nude' mice. These heterospecific tissues were accepted without rejection, and the presence of xenografts was confirmed by cytology, immunocytochemistry and chromatin staining. Lactation, as confirmed by immunocytochemical and ultrastructural criteria, was observed in the grafted human epithelium during murine pregnancy at both intra- and extra-mammary sites.